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Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, chairman; Donald 

Passardi, vice chairman; Roger Ingraham, Becky Kraussmann, and Beth Magura, recording secretary. A quorum 

was established. 

2. Review of the minutes ofthe August 26, 2019, regular SHAC meeting: Becky Kraussmann made a motion to 

approve the minutes from the 8/26/2019 meeting; this motion was seconded by Donald Passardi. The motion 

was unanimously passed by the group. 

3. Discussion about the results of a tracer-dye test done on the westernmost segment of the Hyde Park 

entranceway section of the Christopher Allen Bridge on Spring Street. 

On Aug. 18, 2019, a hole in the pavement adjacent to the SW wall of the Allen Bridge was pointed out to 

Commissioner Magura. This was discussed at the SHAC meeting on Aug. 26, 2019. Casual inspection of the depth 

of the space under the hole in the pavement led to some concern. 

So on September 3, 2019, SHAC Chairman Leonard Clark and Commissioners Roger Ingraham and Beth Magura 

met twice at the Allen Bridge-once in the morning when lighting was less than optimal for photography and 

again at 3 p.m. when conditions for photography would be better. 

Using a submersible pump powered by a portable generator, the team drew water from the Middle River into a 

length of hose. Tracer dye was added before returning the water to the river via the hole adjacent to the 

sidewalk. 

On this day, the water level in the river was quite low, and abundant plant life was growing from the river bed 

and from between the mortar joints of the stone work. 

The Commissioners reported that after about 20 minutes, the lime green tracer dye began to seep into the 

river water at the water line. This spot was several feet west of the westernmost parapet of the entranceway 

wall-that is, what one would consider to be upstream from the hole in the pavement. 

After 15-20 more minutes of water flowing back into the river, the stonework began to glisten higher up on 

the southwest wall. Mr. Ingraham, using a professional quality camera, and Ms. Magura, using an iPhone 

camera, took photographs and short videos to document what had been observed. 

Mr. Ingraham's images, when viewed in high resolution, revealed lime green-tinged water seeping over the 

stonework. This appears to substantiate that a continuous flow of water pouring into the hole in the sidewalk 

makes its way into the river. 
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Mr. Ingraham has assembled a group of photos that he had taken on 9/03/2019, and he will add some captions 

during the next month. Ms. Magura has agreed to review and edit this document during October. A photo 

layout of the tracer dye test will be appended to the minutes of the next SHAC meeting. 

During the past year, individual SHAC members have walked at different times across the bridge, and there has 
been general agreement that, based on visual inspection alone, the condition of that particular section of the 

bridge seems to be worsening. 

With this in mind, Mr. Clark, Mr. Ingraham and Ms. Magura also collected rise-over-run measurements to 

determine the degrees off level of the two capstones on the westernmost section of the stonework of the Hyde 
Park entranceway. 

Before the SHAC meeting on 10/28/2019, these measurements will be added to a different photo layout for 

documentation purposes, and the photographs with measurements will be appended to the minutes of the 

next SHAC meeting. 

It has been proposed that, at regular intervals, the same measurements ofthe capstones will be taken and 

recorded. By doing so, it may be possible to estimate the rate of subsidence of this part of the wall. 

4. Discussion of an initial draft report by two representatives from the John Canning & Co., a building 

conservation company, which had been contracted to undertake an initial visual inspection of Memorial Hall. 

On Aug. 16, 2019, David Riccio (an architectural materials specialist and paint expert) and David Wenchell (an 

architect) spent about half a day on-site at Memorial Hall. SHAC members present at the inspection (leonard 

Clark, Donald Passardi and Beth Magura) felt that these gentlemen had left unaddressed two issues that had 

been talked about during the site visit; one was relevant to the Hall's exterior and the other relevant to ad-hoc 

alterations to structural reinforcement methods employed in the Hall. In addition, a factual error in the initial 

document was pointed out and correction has been requested. 

Members agreed on how to phrase the questions, and Ms. Magura said she would write a draft for comment by 

other Commissions, after which she'd reply to John Canning & Co. within a day or two. 

The Commission awaits clear-cut guidance on these substantive issues during this month. 

5. Public comment. No members of the public were present at this meeting. 

5. Old business. Following last month's discussion of the boarding up of the Witt School in Hyde Park, a brief 

discussion ensued about this taking place in the near future. Commissioner Becky Kraussmann mentioned 

wanting to retrieve any remaining old paperwork and documents from the Witt School storage room. 

8. New business. There was no new business. 

9. Adjournment. Commissioner Donald Passardi made a motion to adjourn, and Ms. Ingraham seconded the 

motion, which was unanimously passed by the group. The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 
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